e ————C— - t——— - W =

28

SOME GURTADERRA FOLKLORE
Long ago, there were two giants, Connaun, who lived in
Cappacannaun, and Oscar who lived in Cloonusker. Oscar was the
younger of the two and when he grew up he challenged Connaun.
They fought with swords and shields and the noise of the fight could
be heard in Downherr, but they were such good swordsmen and so
well able to defend themselves that neither could kill or even wound
the other and after fighting all day they gave up as night began to fall
and Connaun said “You're good for a young lad” and Oscar said
“you’re not bad for an oul lad”. Tom Conway told me that story about
fifty years ago. He said he heard it from Paid Minogue of Gurtavrulla,
who was born in Gurtaderra.
When the Danes were being hunted out of Ireland, this Dane was
seen in Gurtavrulla making his escape with a bag of gold.
He was seen again at Coolagoree bridge and killed, but he had no
gold. It is buried somewhere in Gurtaderra. A leprechaun was seen
one summer evening counting gold in Jonny Horans place. I heard
Ann Mungavin telling this story over fifty years ago.
About eighty years ago, a number of men came from Slieveanore and
spent the night digging a hole in the roadside outside Tommy Harans
near where Poulbwee was, in the hope of finding the gold. About fifty
years ago, Matt Ward, Johnny McMahon (the Grey) and Pat
McMahon (Delmidge) spent the night digging at the old bridge ,
between Gurtaderra and Gurtavrulla. Matt Ward had dreamed that
the gold was buried there. Gurtaderra is in the valley of the black

pig.



The last battle for Ireland will be fought there. This will happen
after the third Sunday in which there will be no Mass in Cloonusker
Chapel. Two of those Sundays have already passed. The enemy will
meet the Irish at Cloonusker and Sruthaunalunacht will run blood.
The Irish will be driven back throught Gurtaderra and Gurtavrulle
but the tide will turn at Aughaderreen (Brittsbridge) and the enemy
will be driven back and defeated. In the morning it would be as easy
to pull an oak tree out of the ground as to knock the enemy of his
horse but in the evening a woman in labour could knock him with

her shawl. I heard this story from Mrs. Mungavin.

Sruthaunalunacht was said to have run milk but a woman washed
her feet in it and it turned to water. It was milk, is water and will be
blood. Many traces of the old pre-Christian religions of the early
Irish survived in the beliefs of the people up to comparatively
recently, and indeed some of those beliefs may be still held by some of
the older people. In the early years of this century, fairies, the
banshee, the leprechaun, the pooka and pishogues were believed by
most of the people. I heard Nevilles say that the fairies disappeared
during the Black and Tans time. People out at night had more to
think about than the fairies, they were more afraid of meeting a

Black and Tan patrol.
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- SOME. ODDS AND ENDS OF GURiADdeﬂ

”ﬁ."ﬂoing in Gourth"»
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Wheﬁ T was’ cnild I went up to Mungavins om most Sundsys
tp ith the yeung Nunv&v1ns°5 When I got a bit older

i,

vf I ment to Patsy Mungavins "in courth". ' In Gurtaderra,
z ¢bafo:a‘tneyaavent of the car and television, it wes ths
Mﬁcus§0£ t0 visitvneighbours houses especially during the

|  filong winterfsvenin?s. It was called geoing "in courth”.
ki Lesrd 8 lot of o0ld tsles from Mrs, Mungavin {Ann kelahon
moqt of thch unfcrtunately, I Lave forvogten. Certain

houses were fﬁvoured as ecourth houses; people did not

‘“ﬁﬁ'iﬁiusually go to houses in which there were young children.

l%u“h seme group of tn;ee or four would go to the ssme house

e & ' Hl l"‘
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t
m,

’for perhaps *hree or four years until something hsppened

14‘to cause tne grouptm break up. I remember going to

VV Guilfoyles for 2 yéar or two.,  Tom Guilfoyls, wno hal

'beb in uhe.Dublin Metropolitsn Police in Dublin had

i‘Vvywﬁ:brougﬁt home @ couple of sets of boxing gloves &nd taught

w;;T e-‘€s'yOung lads the rudiments of boxing. My father, Tor
”  ?arcn (Morris) and Bill licGraeth went to Campbelils. Biil

koﬁ“nc s dartin Lynch, Paddy Jones znd Tom Suilfoyle

3'kalmwegt to.Martin Rogers (Tesdles). Pat Mumgsvin and Michael

Wff*’Mcmsnan (Red Kick) usually went to Batty MclMahoms.  The
‘1”‘f" aight w&8 spent in tglk and sometimes in card playimgz. ‘ae
;Qfsli weather, ;#a falrs, the price of cattle, the state of the
7”ﬁmf;ﬂ crg;sa old storiss of the land war and the Black and Tan

»ﬂ‘fﬂf“tiﬁe, the news in the latest paper and ths doinos of

e nelghbeurs mere ‘the subjects of conversatioa, 45 was the

:
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usual card game but whist, nap and 110 were also played.

CATTLE JOBBERS.

There seems to have been a jobber or two in Gurtaderra in every
generation. Paddy Mungavin, Paid McMahon and Matt Haron of the
1901 census were jobbers. Matty Haron, Tom Mungavin, John
McMahon and Son McMahon did some jobbing in the next
generation. Tommy Haron is the only jobber in 1978. They dealt in
weanlings and yearlings, young cattle which they bought at the fairs
in Kerry and West Limerick and sold at local fairs. They usually
walked or perhaps got a lift to Limerick, 25 miles away, stayed the
night in a lodging house in Limerick, usually McMahons of High
Street, went to West Limerick or Kerry the next day by train stayed
the night in a lodging house in the town in which the fair was to be
held and went to the fair early next day usually about six o’clock in
the morning. All going well they railed the animals to Limerick or
Birdhill, stayed the night in Limerick or Killaloe and walked the

cattle home next day. The round trip took at least four days.
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e May night waa & favourlte nlght for pishogues. There vwas

é‘be el that & crop could be taken by pishogues. Dsspite

e
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febo

e keling well 1led, manured and weedad, the plshoszued crop

poor vield and the man who ma
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Y would heve & ver
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. pishogue would have & bumper crop. I pever heard exachly

the pi“mﬂwg wes done, bubt 1t was the cusiom with song
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in each garden on L;y Ive ae this was supposed to protect
St ths crop from the 9v lawarq vﬂthars sprinkled the crop

. i ‘ ,\‘5 i .') %;‘l"tﬁ h{}ly‘ watber.
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girl went to & limekiln at midnight on May Lve
)

Coovsnd holding on to one end of the threed, threw a ball of

vy yarn late the kiln gnd then rewound it, 1t wasg Delieved
N “1 g ‘ "

Svher future husbsnd would soppear befors sne had the yarn
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[ what "bugilim bsy meant.



FUNERALS AND WAKES.

Horse drawn hearses were used up to the 1920s.

A funeral in the 20s consisted mainly of sidecars with a few traps, a
number of middle-aged men on horseback and the young men on
bicycles. The sidecars were replaced by traps in the late 20s and
motorized hearses came in the 30s.

During the 30s and 40s funerals consisted of an uneasy mixture of
traps, bicycles and motorcars.

Nevelles remembered seeing women keening at funerals.

Clay pipes, tobacco and snuff were distributed at wakes up to World
War II. During WWII tobacco and snuff was scarce and could not be
got in the large quantities required for wakes and the custom died

out and was not reintroduced after the war.

WEATHER SIGNS.

The part of the Graney river between Tom Nugents and Johnny
O’Briens place is known as the Garrivaw. At certain times it
murmurs loudly and can be heard a mile away. When the Garrivaw

was heard “roaring” during fine weather, it was
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SRR . u}crw,c‘ 5 _FEOM 1901 CLNSUS OF GURTADEKK
S gl INHASITLD  HOUSLS _
e . '8l MALES - 68 FEMALES S e
o Sy . TOTAL - 149 , '
: S I 3
‘NO 1. )
* ' L}Vv Pett Jone 60 years ;
: ‘ Catherine. Joqes (wife) 58
2 oy , Thomas Jones (son) ( 28 "
i - L Patt Jonss (son) * 26 "
P NGL2
ik ':“H;‘ T
F SRR ; Martin Nurent 20 yeers
. 4 : : Bridest Nu=ent (wife) 48 "
gy i : . Nary Nugent (daughter) 4 @
[ R DY Xate Nusent " 22 ¢
g Ll Delia Nugent T : ls "
S S .. Gretta Nugent " ‘ 8 "
40 L Eémond Nugent (son) g0 "
LR : ' Tom Nugent Soom 8 "
A R “John Nu*en* o 15 "
’ ST T Martin Nug nt w 3 " ,
< » .+ Patt McNamara (servant) 30 v
; S NOLS.
[ ot h
'n“".l. B "? pune
. L : Patt Mungavin . No age gilven
BRI SN Ann (wife) | ' 40 years
: Ce e . Thomas {son). " 21 "
K Pt v,y Maria (dsughter) 18 " .
Y c Jehn (son) o : 17 "
EOA Ellen {dasughtel') le "
Pl 3 B Aanie (deughbter) i "
Lo S Patt (son) 9"
AR Della (daughter) 7 o
" Mzrgaret 7 2 "
Xate mo 2 months
¢
NO.4. |
.+ Bridget Haron (widow) S5 years
‘ Nttt o 3 : o8 "
Thomas .. | ge ~ "
Nora ) . -1ls. "
dary N 15 " .
Batt 1z " ‘
, NO 5; L
, Bridget Haron (widow) 50 years
; . Michael . .. " i 30 "
- John . . 23 @
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EXTRACTS FROM 1901 CENSUS

NO. 6. o

John Noonan

Ann Noonan {(wife)
Thomas

Michael

James

William

Frank

John

NO,7.
s et

John Horan

Mary Horen (wife)
Patt Horen

John

Mary Ann

Kate

Thomas

Hennah

Margaret

Matt

' NO.8,

John Conway

Ellen Conway {wifs) -
Bfidget o
Thomss | R
John

* Mary

NO.9,

Thomas “eGrath
Mary McGreth
Killiam
Winifred
Helenasa

Annie

NO.10.

Matt Horarn

Mary Horan (wife)
John

Mary

Patts

{wife)

1

NO.11,

Michael McMahon (single)
Patriok (Brother)
Elles (Mother)

*

OF GURTADERRA

o4
43
20
18
186

10

52
49
16
14

10

67
o6
30

19

years

33 3 333 3 3 3

years -
Lid .

3 3 3 03

years
i

T 3 3 3

years -
¥

3 2 3

years
W

“COBﬁﬁ ®



FXTRACTS FROM 1901 CENSUS OF GURTADERRA

NOs12.

Thomas Moloney
Mary {wife)
Ann

Margarat
Michsel

John

James Horan

Ann {wife) .~
John

Margzret

Mary

Janes

Dan

Matt

NO,14.

Bridget {(wife
John

Tom

Kathleen

Mary
Ann

NO.15,

Thomes Campbell
Ann (wife)

Tom

Patt

NO.16,
-

Patt Mcllahon
Brideet (wife)
John

Patt

Tom

Batt

Ann

Julia

Matt

Bridget

- 41

Thomas Guilfeil@ )

®

=

50 years

49
14
12
10

8

44

b Cr =3 (D

60
54
21
18

53
Sl
11

10

WO D

years

i
W
ki
i
¥

"

38 2 3 3 3

years

333 33 2 3 3 30
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ELTRACTS FROM 1501 CENSUS OF GURTADERRA

NO,17,

Matt Moroney

Bridget (wife)

Mary {(daughter)

Margarst (mother)
Dennis (father)

Martin McNamsra {servant)

NO,18,
R RIS

Ned Malonse
Mary {(wife)
Patrick
Dennis
John

Kate

Ellen.
Margaret

NO.19.

Thoma s Mungavia
Margaret (wifs) -
Hanora

Dallis

NO.20,
Sttt

Batt Riordazn

Mary {(wife

Mick

Batg

Bridget

Hanorsa

Julis

Ellen

Ann

Joan {brother - widoweyr)
Mick (drother)

Marearet Curran (siaster)

Michael Mchghosn
Haenora (wife)

Fats

Batt

fatt

Thomss

James

Honors

Pat Delabunty (Nephew)

38
20

20

48
46
20
17
15
13
11

64
50
&0

13

17
18

10

74
66
64

80
o6
28
24
22
20

14
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years
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years

B 2 I 3 23

yoars

333:33:?%35@33

years

% 3 3 2 3 3 2



