SOME CLARE HISTORY

 StrQngbow merehed into Nunster in 1174 but was defeatad
‘ty Dozzl MNor U'srien at Thurles and 1700 of his men kiided,
rt

ly after this, Thomond and Connaught were at war zaf

in 1178 in a war with the lieCarthys of Cork much of the

hig vhole west but were defeated &t the Curlew liountelns
Ty the Delcessiesns and CSonnoug! Sren, wiio Lo unltel g.:103
sas common dangser.  In 1210, Donogh and ftortogh O'Brien

totn claimsl the kingshlp of Thomond snd Donagh in order t0
520 Lo helplof the Ynsllsh, ascknowledged King John zad

>

sllowed the Znglish to bulld two cuastles, ocns at Xillslos
znd cne at Roscres. Donogh chunged his resldeance froa
nillaloe to Clonrocd.

‘In.lgjg, the English, who had buillt & costls at Bunratiy

s

were cc*e&t@d at Dysart C'2s2s &nd a,¢ven from Clare aal
she Lelcassians, elmost constantly at wer with the snelish,

with other Irish c¢lens 28 wita sach ofthsr agiateinsd theinr

son of the last chief, Under Epglish lad, the lzné bslonged
to the Lord and the eldest son succesded to thc title.

- Zoxz of the O'Briens, probably seeing that Zangland was

(

zoing to win eventually, turned Protestsnt and threw tieir
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lef imn with the English. Practlicglly all the others and
meny O'Briens alsc lost their lands in Cromviells conguest.
After the Williemite war, the lends of thoss who backed Jemes
were conflscated. Most of the chlefs snd many thousands
of the young men of the Dalcessiens Jolined forelgn armies.
'Five hund red McMehons were killed in one battle righiihg'
for France. The remainder of the proud Dalcassians were
reduced to & life of sami;slavery under the new landlords
who desplsed their language, culture and religion and had
them completely in thelr power. Many of the rew landlords
313 pot even live in the country snd their only interest was
to extract the mexlmum possible reant. The descendants of
the DslCae were aé Yeats sald "beateon into the clay" but ’

they mever asccepted that the landlords weré the rightful

ownerse of the laad.

The Dalcassians were & tough war-llke pecple, but they had
no pational feelings snd were aﬁ‘likely to fight for the
English as agsinst them. ' They fought only for their own
clan. Indeed, 1% could be srgued thet the rise to power of .
the O'Brlens and DalCas wes a misfortune for Ireland es
otherwise the 0'Neills would probably have succeeded in
uniting the l1sland under a permsnent High Kingship. A
census of Clare teken in 1689 by Sir Williem Petty gives '
the population es 16,474 Irish Cathollcs «nd 440 English
Protestants. With the coming of pesce,. even though it

. was @& harsh peace, end the iatroductiom of the potatog the

population increased rapidly and was 280,000 in the 1841

2
£ B
1%

census. | ‘ .
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™e 1825 Tythe boak of the parisa of Tuamgraney contaigs_tné‘
ﬁafli@st written reference to Gurtaderrs thabt I have beesn R
able to find; but some peighbouring townslanés havé béeh
montioned much ssrlier. In the "éaok of Fcrfeitureﬁ and |
Distributions™, the Townslands of Augarin, gupﬁcﬂnnaunyw
Clocnusker gnd (oolagory belonged to the Earl of Cork in
1641. Correkyle belonged to the Earl of Thomond. In

1655, tensnts ip Aughrim were Flerce Butler, idmund erd
kg

Jonn Roche, iz Cappacannsun, Andrew Barrett, Telge O'Crowley

¢nd Matthew 0'Cyllane. An laquisltion {s kind of cours)
held &t Ennis op 7th August 1850 found that Cloonusker
belonged in fee simple to Sir Donagh o Grady and uwat he had
assigned Cloonusker, Fossamore and other lands to Fugh B adj,

» Bishop of Meath. Coolagory, Coorazcloon and Leadnort gre -

mentioned in a McNamars rent roll of the fourteenth centﬁry}

It is thought that the foothills of the Slisve Aughtys
vere covered by an oakwood up to three or four hundred
years ago but pockets of the area weTe innabitedgmﬁcn‘”

aarliier,
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. THE LIFE OF THE PEOPLE - = . . ' .. CLT G
; ) . o I v o)
The ancient Irish lived to a great extent on milk'prciuctgﬁﬁﬂ

o
S

v ‘ , e D
ard neat. Vhile oats, barley &nd wheal{ were grown from . . 0"

S

very early times, the genersl belief is that iﬁ was'mainlny'q!

Voo : R i,
s .

W

a pastoral country. I happened to be im North Mayo = few&”[ﬂj',r5”ﬁ
v , 4 Lty 1

, ., - ‘.l".""~ ‘,v' L

years ago while a prehlstoric farm which had beem buried . . 1 .

.under four or five feet of turf was beling excavated. ‘zen: & o+ o

tae bturf was cub away, the ridges ir which osats were grown

£,

ould be plainly seen and indeed differed little from the  h_ T‘
€8 used by our great gréndfathers for the Same purpoéqfff ‘ 
Milk products, butter, cheese and “bonnyélaber“ boiléd‘soﬁfﬁf5{f:;,¥t
milk, seen %0 have teen aa'important‘part of the diet. . | 1  ‘ ‘  e
Catile were moved to the hills end mountains in the Spring ﬁ ’Fr
and bf@ught back in the futumn when the mheat‘apd oats had  ﬂ,““
veen cub. The surplns cattle were killed at Samhsin I
{Novenber) snd the remeinder survived as best they could 5n‘J
tne.grass which had not been grazed during the‘summer. Itﬂ,ﬁiv B
is coubtful if much hay was saved until sbout four hundred L

YERTS 850 During times of war or invasion, vihich was @

Co

lot of the time, the people would move into the woods and
mountaias with their cat%le‘aad live on milk products

supplenented by blcod drawn from their animéls and meaﬁ
from sn odd slaughtered animal. Coe
Darihg Elizebothan tizes, a policy sdopted by the Erglisa &
of bu¥sing the corn and slaughtering the cattl% caused i?} m:¢!,J ;“ 
widespresd famine im Munster. The use of the potato, Fﬁ; T e
said to have been‘iatroduced°by Sir Walter Raléigh; abeuéxf;ﬁw
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the year 1600, had become general by the time 0f ﬁhe f;‘f'uﬁ -

Williamite war is 1690. The potato crop could zmot te C
guslly destroyed by an enemy and the Williamite war did - }tigpvi*”

rot cause the widespread famine associated with earlier .

wars. Tommy McGrath told me that the Conways had a tradition,

that the first -Conway in CGurtederra was & Jacobite soldiar,f333$é

'
ot
'

vho stayed on after the defeast of the Irish.

The population of Clare had been seriously reduced @uw‘n

tihie Elizaebethan and Cromwellian wars end was less thsn
17,000 according to Petty's census of 1659. N*th the coming f‘f

of peace after the final comquest by Wi&lian and with tke BERRE
Lelp of the potato wiich enabled a famlly to live onwa'smallr”f

farm of rather poor land, the population increased rapidly: .. .

¢espite alien rule and higa rents sad tithes. yam;nouz;-’its,’,,f.'}g,

nzturzl leadsrs and deﬁr&ved of ecucation by the Penal lawsg

Irelend did not develup like other European counuriev. Tae, ”;ﬁ

lend was the oaly source of a living and the farms got ‘ {f‘eg

smeller gnd the standard of liviag lower ss the‘populatigg‘ :

ORY

u
S
i
@

ater and rents higher until the final disaster of

Ia vhe 1825 Tithe book, there were thirty-two nanes,
presunably heeds of families and lsndholders, inm Gurtaderra.

In the 1841 census, there were sixty houses and three

wundred snd twenty-cne psople. The standard of living must  f

heve beerd extremely low. Until the recent introductian,cf'

ereifielsl manure, thers was very little upland hay in

v [N T
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_Gurtaderra and it is doubtful if enough hay could navé'bgeﬁ'k
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grown to fead sixty cows, i1.e. one perfamily in 1841. “;é

Indeed, many families must not have had even one cow. It -

S

ke et

is Goubtful if there was eay horse in Gurtaderra in the

years tefore the f mine, all the tillage was done with the:QL«'

spade snd shovel, the potatoss were sown In ridges about

three feet wids, and oats in wider ridges. My father tOldﬁ"}f §

se that kis grandfether, Tom Moloney, was the first to have

s plough in Gurtederrs. It is not eesy to see how they
'mgde money to pay rent end tithes in those times. Yost
of the time, cettle were very cheap and it was the custom . .

to kill bull calves soon after birth. The pig end butter .

sust have been the mein source of incéme.  The present .. ... "

Tences were bullt meinly from 1750 to the famine years. ;}ﬁ'#f

Before that, the only fence was one around & couple of - «,tﬁf
s y ‘ ; NI

acres sbout the house in which the tillage was dome. In . :.%0. .

"

the first Ordinance Survey Map of 1839 what appéarsftq bs JQjﬁf

to have been the last to change over from the old infieldk‘fij

N

cutfield system. During the latter half of the last

century, the use of the horse and plough lecame gencral.

In my young days, there was at lezst ons horse omeach farm.

5

The man with one horse joined with a neighbour for ploughing

end mowlng. It was called "cooring®™. Every farm grew

potatces, 0ats and cabbzgze end most grew mangolds and . vl

LR

surrips s well., Msngolds apnd turnips wsre not grown in '

the iarfield feunce about Horans is shown. They would appear' -/

Gurtederra before the famine. In sddition to the sillage '

LS N
T

T

done by horses, each house hsd a haggard in which early

'3

potatoes and cabbage were sown with the spadse. Thé haggard .

[




was tilled year after year. This continued right up to and for
a few years after World war II. The first mowing machine was
used in Gurtaderra in the last years of the last century and by
1920 practically every farm had a horse drawn machine, At
present 1978 there are only a few horses in Gurtaderra.
In pre-famine times, the cow and the pig often lived in the
house with the family and in some houses this continued
much later. JohnHoran (Nevelles) remembered a cow in
McMahons (the Burners) kitchen. The custom of keeping
hens in the kitchen on a roost over the door did not fully die
out until a hundred years ago, and a sow with young
bonhams was brought into the kitchen for the first week or
fortnight, especially in winter up to about fifty years ago.
An orphan lamb or a Bonham that had no teat ( a murt) was
often reared in the kitchen. In my young days, there were
hens, geese, ducks, turkeys, pigs, goats, a donkey and a
horse in addition to cows and cattle on practically all farms.
Many farms kept a few sheep also.
The keeping of hens, geese, turkeys, goats, donkeys and
later pigs began to die out after World War II and today
1978, cows, cattle and perhaps a few sheep are the only
animals kept. During World War II and up to about 1968,
Tom Nugent, Tommy Horan, Tom Noonan, Bill McGrath
and James Bugler sent milk to the Creamery. At present
1978, farms in Gurtaderra consist almost entirely of
keeping cattle, with sheep on a few farms.
Artificial manure and lime are now used and many more
cattle can be kept than in the past.

The Gurtaderra farmer has escaped from his traditional role
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;:Q;"Iﬂproducing‘cneap food for Ez gland and is now, thsnks to

tae E. E C., well paid for whet he produces. tiost farms

]Jti still grow some potatoes and a little g&bbagé Eut otaerwise
071 there is little tillege. Nany treditionsl skills have
f?b;}} died out. | ‘The young mén of today ere mot skilled in
fi"l horsemanshlp or in the use of the spade and scythe. The
»j &;3‘arts‘of}thstching and basket weaving have dled out and
’& b “=churning:and butter-making which were very lmpertant up

| :to.a few ycars before Wworld wér 1T are pow things of the
xéast. VWhile prsctically everyone can drive a car or
nﬁéftreotor;“the standard of mechanical knowledge 1s ao% very

high end in general machinery is not well looked arfter

is.+ Ewcept that more manure is used end, therefore, there is

gmcra'grasé and hay, the system of cattle ralsing used

“differs littla from that of our grandfathers time. Unlike

S most of EJ ope,,the cer and tractor ceme to Gurtederrs

‘%ﬁjv’,before the‘bathraom and many houses are still without

. ruaning water, It.is to be hoped that this situstion will

"’ be remedied in the next few years.

ﬁ}g9f'fThere‘is no limestone in Gurtederre and the advantege of
liming tue lend seems tO havs teen recognised fairly

QF:;”’_early. I remember lime being burned by my father, by

~4M . Tom Noonan. and Bill McGreth. There is an old limekiln
'fg*"oruthe ruins of a limekiln on most farms. I doubt, howeveq

- it lime was burned before the femine or if the horses and
ﬁ‘g f  carts would te available-.to draw the limestons from Bodyxé
ﬂffgfof Coblfaagh,‘ Guano, the dried droppings of seabirds
imlyimpoited from Scuth America and slag, & phosphatic by-
pro¢uct of the fron’ foundries beaaﬁ to be used sbout the

begAnning of this centuryo
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ane-use'of,ground limestone which was subsidised by

karuha‘l aid became general -after Vorld War I1 but more

l*me could be prefitably used, as Gurtaderra has a malinly

‘ac1d soil. The hay wes cut by scythes up to the early

years of this century. The Burner, Michsel McMehon, 1s

zid to have been gble to cut en Irish acre of hay in a

’Gaya‘ He wes sald to "have the edge", i.e., he was
”; ski1lful‘dt putting @ ¢ood edge on the scythe. 0Osts

wers cutbt with the reaping hook up to the beginaing of

8]

sealng

... thls ceatury. John Toran (Nevilles) rezexmbered nc
. squerns used. I remember a quern stone lying in Zfaid

: 'MCMahon‘s;yard and in Bill McGratk's yard.  Corn ws3

nreshed with the flail up to World War I, or scutched,

>d

(")

,i;e., peat the sheaf on a stone if the straw was require

- for thatching, The horse powered threshing machinas wer

A .

eplaced by a stationery esngine mounted on a cart in tne

'i19235. The first cement floors were put im in the 15608
. I remember do bwee floors ila some houses. The first
' “glate roofs were put on in the 1880s. The lest thatched

roof, John Horans (Nevilles) was replaced ia 1980.

1 remember seeling Matt Mcoroney's wife and Joanay Harca's
wife carding and spinning wool &t Johnny Haroms about

‘8lxty years ago.
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THE FAMINE
Therer are no traditions of actual deaths from hunger in Gurtaderra
during the famine, but as there were sixty houses and 321 people in
1841 and only forty six houses and 235 people in 1851, it must have
had a considerable effect, even though it was not as great as in
Currakyle and Turkenagh..
Currakyle had 73 houses and 383 people in 1841 and only 28 houses
and 153 people in 1851.
Turkenagh had 30 houses and 142 people in 1841 and 6 houses and
25 people in 1851.
Cappacannaun had 22 houses and 131 people in 1841 and 5 houses
and 34 people in 1851.
Very little about the famine has survived in the folklore of the
people and indeed, it would appear that the survivors did not wish to
talk about it and passed on very little to their descendants.
I did, however, hear the following about a happening in a
neighbouring towns land. Food was running short with this family of
father, mother and one child. They realized that there was no hope
they could all survive as they the only food they had was a drop the
drop of milk their one old cow gave. They decided to let the child die,
reasoning that the child would die anyway, if they died, and that
perhaps God would give them other children. Food running shorter
still the father died and only the mother survived .
She was more or less ostracized by the neighbours who held that

should have died first rather than let the child die.

Tommy McGrath told me that his uncle Martin Taid McMahon told
him that people were buried in haggards in Curragh as the survivors

could not bring them to the graveyard.
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x .LEL IRISH LAnGUAGE

jﬁﬁwﬁ;Q;i%'is Aéubtrul-if .ny mn?lish WwWas spcken is Gurtaderra
=5”?{¥“}bef0ra(§ke Femiae but it became the spoken larzuagze
i” mf‘tha people very quickly after thet and ia forty or
 fifty yeurs only & few 0ld people could speak Irish,
'fflﬁf I renember Amn Mungavim (No. 3 in the 1901 ceasus)
| tellimg & story about s Missioner who could speax oniy'

>t 3

“w ' ‘Emglisk 'calling at Biddy Haroas (Fo. 4 ir the 1901 Censu

&

A v‘ané the problem hearing her fsther-in-law's corfezsion

Sy ‘ceused, a8 ke had no English. Quite a few el the fields

‘H  8t1l1l have Irish Bames, Amonz those wnich I remembar
’¢ f ?re Garrisglock, Roséres and Portac Beg in Tom Lugent's
F” £ﬂﬁlpiéca,\T§¢iDrummims,(Tha Ard, The Thanee, The Clohner,
e EillaniOf=Uisce and Garrylucra im Joe Mungavir's place,

;”ﬂf” Cu’r.neen in xoumy Hzrou's place, Poulinawanas in Li

| vﬂ hoonan s place, the Glsnn Uactar im Guilfoylet's plisce
'j‘; :s3i’the 'Mulag', @ bog ia Raywwila pear the Asnas whors
‘fiﬁﬁ' tﬁe'Guilnyles, Mcgrstas, lMangavias, Riordans sné AMci.-ons

cut turt up to about 40 yesrs 20,

sv ' A& numbsr of Irish wo rds passed into the English of the

., -, beople, especially words thet aad no corvenient orns v.oprd

‘l['yﬂtfgﬁslaﬁ or 'in unvlis“, e.u. gswzul - the amount o&f hay b
Bt i mHn ouuid carry in hls two arms; barth - the amourc aof
‘Ww‘ﬁ hgg gi@@wup,wiﬁn & rope that 2 man could Carry on his< &aek

S &nrox er of hay ~ the amount of nay that & man could curry

o hgin one -rm,,a.liar=~’uhe gmount. of corn that could te
IO ' : - ‘
;

uarried in the two cuyped hands; grugawn - five or

R P




,5f17(‘sad5 of turf{ stood cn end with two or three on LHop;

" poulmerav - the hole left in’ e bog when turf was cul, &

cubavway beg;fciarawn - & part of & broken sod of turf;

©, zswlog - a forked stlck.

. .
' : ' s

Do be" end "does be" were used in an attempt to convey

... the sense-of the Irish present hstitual tense.

[y

XN I remesmber Patsy ('Brien from Coolagoree, Psld Tuohy
Cfrém the "back of the hill" and the Soldier Cocney froxn

n Irish oubside Clocnusker chaajel
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