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Gurtaderra, the fleld of cak, is cailed Gortaderry

on the Ordinance Survey map {Clare 0.5. Snaet'éd) and

this is its official legal name, but, locally, it is

élweys called Gurtaderra. It is thought thsat the
'foatﬁilis of the Slieve Aughty mountains were coversd

by an'oakwoed up‘to three or four hundred years &ago,
and that the ares was not populated until the oakwoods
were cut eway. The word Derry or Derra, cak or Oakwood
¢comes into the nsmes of many townlands in the area,

There are no castles, forts, or reilcs of ancleat

L habitations in the grea. There 13 what locks like &

small fort or ring barrow on Tommy Horan's place but 1%
is probably only an senclosure for cetching sheep or

e and may not be reslly cold. In Pender's Usnsus

e

cett
of Irelsnd ¢.1659 compiled from poll tex records, there
are forty nine people subject to poll tax in'Coelagcry,‘
nine in Podlagowre, ninetsen inlCappacanmonTand 8ix

in Corraculls. Gurtsderrs is nct mentioned bus, 1T
the;e were people in Cappecannsun and Correkyle, thers
muzst heve been people ian Gurtadsrra for, at least,

three hundred and ‘perhsps four hundred years.

Geolcgically, Gurtaderra consists of alluvial soil ia
‘the river meadows lald dowa by the river over thousands
of years, drift soil deposited by the -Ice Age, and &

peat 80il over sandstone. The drift scil runs from

‘th'e meadows to the mountain and is of considerable

depth in places as can be geen in the fleld known g8
Roscrea. The subsoil of tue arift is known locally

28 "dobwes%, The underlyling rock is Sllurlian knowa
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locally as "glig®™ and 1t comes ©o the surface in Tomay
Horan's Culreheen, in the Leckan and other places. The

stream hetween Tom Nugent'®s and Mitchell McNamara's place -

'ﬁas cut dowa to the underlying rock in places. In

Gurtalerra, anywhere that heather gfb@s»is referred to &s
mountein, and the mountaln part of the townsland is called
Haywailae- Gurtaderra, which includes Raywaila and
Derrsnairne has, acédrdimg to the Ordinence Survey Map,

gn ayreg of 1,723 acres, most of which is mountsin.

Tre egrlieat written record of Gurtaderra which I have
come across is the "1i825 Tythe Book of the Ferish of

Torgraney™ which is kept in the public records office at

" the Four Courts in-Dublin. There ware thirty-two people,

presumably hesds of famllies snd lend holders assessed
for tythes in 1825, The first census was held in 1841
and @ census wes held every ten years after that until

1911, In 1841, Gurtederra had eixty houses and thrse

‘. hundred end twenty one people; In 1851, Torty-six houses

and two hundred &nd tﬁirtylfive pedpla: In 1861, twenty~
nine houses and one hundred and forty-five people: In
1871, twenty-seven houses and one hundred end twenty-seven
people: In 1901, twenty-oOne houses and one hundred and

forty-nine peocpie.

Unfortunately, the census forms were destroyed up tc the
1831 census and the 1901 census is the first in which the
original forms with the names and ages of‘mn@ people were
presarved. However, the 1855 vaeluation of Tenements
glves the nemes of the land holders at that time. There
were twenty-three land holders in Gurtaderra im 1855, but

s there were forty-six houses in the 1851 census and
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oo twenty nine in the 1861 census, there must have been &%
least nine or ten landless femllles 1n 1855 whose names

i e dc not appear on the Valuation Roll.

* Among mames known to have been ln Gurtaderra but not

4 SR mentioned in the 1855 Veluation or 1901 census are Carey,

: 3 , ,

. Curran snd Muldoon. Carey wes & chairmsker snd lived

3 nesr Guilfoyles His family went to America. Tomnmy

i McMahon met one of them in New York.  Curran lived ia

3 Raywaila above Guilfoyles. He was probably a herdsmen,

. Ned Curran was killed in the American Civil Var. His

'} ‘wife, lMargerset Riordan got a-pens&cn from the American

A Government. Nuldoon lived near the "Burners” (No.ll in

P the 1901 Census).

; L ) 8

% - . The thirty-two people mentioned in the 1825 Tithe Book are:

S

4 Jack Harhan Pst Kesa Thomas McNemars

o Jeanss Hourligan Joha Prendergast Jemes MNc @a*ar

3 Joan Harhan Thomas Minogue John bcllamara

g ¥ertvin Harhan Pa% Minogzuse Pat kirpcgue

) Michsel Herhan Mcl., O'Donnell Pat Wwilllzms

i Lémund Harban Thomas Lioloney Tnomas Lelody

7 Micnael Counihsn Michael lioloney John Conway

. Joha Cc uninu John fcower - John Celliaghsn
Michael Halloran Pat Conway Dan {anoy

i ¥ichael Dooley Darby Conway :

{1

i? o snd in Derrinarna:- Josn Kilfoyle, ¥ichael Mungovan and

. ‘ Denis Rysn.

3';{.\_5, ‘ o . .

o R The pre-famine Irish married &t @& very young ege, usually

Ey - . pefore twenty yeers and the population must heve beea

inereasing rapidly in Gurtaderra as there wers sixty houses

amd three hundred and forty-one people in the 1841 Census.

?

¢ -  { The population was probably at its mexinmum in 1845 but then

-

T . csme the famine snd it has been falllng ever slnce.
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‘ Tha‘names Qf the land-holders on the 1855 Valustion are:-

.Timothy/Maloney, john Guilfoyle, Michael Moloney, Martin
Crotty, Michael Minogue, Patrick Conway, Thomas Conwsy,
'Joﬁn Doyle, Michael McNamara, Michsel McMahon, Patrick
Fennessy, John Guilfoyle, Thomas'Muga%an, Johﬁ Mchshon,
Petrick Dwyer, Michael Malonéy, Thomas Maloney, Michael

Harnin,aMartiﬁ Herhin, snd John ﬁarhiﬁ.

The Hourizsns, Counihens, Hsllorans, Dooleys, Kéans,
rrendergasts, O'Donnells, Powers, Williems, Melodys and
callaghens have disappeered and thera‘are only three
femilies of Harnins asnd one Mc¢Namara. New nanes are:-
Guilfoyle, Mugavan, Fennessy, MclMahon, Doyle, Dwyer and

- Crotty.

The nemes of the Heads of Households in the 1901 Census
ars: Patt Jones (aged 80}, Martin Nugent (50}, Pats
Mumgavia.(eg@ not given), Bridget Haron, widow {55),
Bridegst Haron, widow (50), John Noonan (65}, John Horan
(5&), John Gonway {52}, Tgomas McGrath (85), Matt Horaa
(67}, Ellen McMahon, widow (70), Thomas Moloney (50}, Jemes
Korsn (50), Thomas Guilfoyle (44), Thomas Cémpbsll {gd},
Pett MclMahon (53), Ned Malone (48), Mast Moroney‘(Bﬁ)g
Thomaes Mungavin (50}, Michael McMahon {60}, Batt Riordaa
(64). Comparing the 1901 Census with the 1855 Valuation,
we Iind that the Molcneys, llinogues, Doyles, McNamaras and
Fenpessys &re gone. New names are:- Jones, Nugent, ”

Noopan, McGrsth, Campbell, Malone, Mororey, Riordsn.

The present November 1378 householders ars:- Tom Nugent,
Joe Mungavin, Thomss Hezrom, Jojo Horsn, Margaret Horan

Lizzle Noonan, Lil Eomnaa,'William MeGrath, Jack Riorden,

4 , § . . P .
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Peter Leonard, Tim Malone, Ben Geoghegan, Jacko Jones,
and Patrick Clency. There are no McMahons, Mocloneys,
Conways or Campbells. Paddy McMahon, s gragﬁsaﬁ of

Paid MclMehon, No.l6 in the 1901,8353@3 has l&and there
but does not live there, New names gsre:- Leonsrd,

Geoghegan, and Clancy. Haron is the only pre-famine

neme still in Curtaderra.

' The Tythe Book of 1825 did not put an individuel tithe on

gach person. Apparently, the Townslané was surveyed and
&divided into twalve divisions on the surveyors book. This
book, unfortunately, has not been preserved. A tithe was
then put on the-land heolders of the division. Thé flrast
division consisted of the River Mesdows and conteins all
the names with the exception of Dan Canny. The landholders
of the second, third snd fourth divislons are Darby Conway,
John Conway, Patt Minogue, Tom Melody, Tom McNamars, James
MzNemura and Patt Conway. The second divisionm lies on
tne 1eft hand side of %ﬁe road lesding to Gort. The

third division lies on the right hand side of the road
lesding to Gort; The fourth division lies along the river
dividing Céppacannaun from Gurtederra gnd between the river

gnd the tilled hill at the left of the rcad to Gort.

The landholders in the fifta division, waich lies between
toe second division and Herhans fsrm are:- Michael
Counihan, Johm Counihan, John Prendergast, Michael Hallorsn,
Michael Dooly, Patt Kean, John Power, Thomas endliichael
¥Moloney snd Edmond Harhsn. The laendholders in the sixth
divisicn are Martino Hsrﬁgng Michgel Hsrhan snd Jsck

Herhan Junlor. The seventh division, lying on both sides
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" of the rosd and on to the rlver of Gortevrulls 1is held

by Jack Harhsn Sar., Patt Herhan, James Hourligan, Sor.,
&nd Jameé Hourlgsn,Junior. + The eighth division iyimg<
tetween the sixth division eand old Jeck Harhan's house

is held by John Hsrhen and partners. The ninth division
1ying,between the road lesding to Curraghkyle and the road
leading to Gort and the Curragh river is held by:- John
Frendergast, Nichael O'Doanell, Eatrick Minogue, Thomes

Minogue and Daan Canny. he tenth division lying et

~

the right hand side of the rosd lealing to Lurragh

13

betwsen the road end the mounteln is held by Dan Cenny.

The gleventh division, lying near the Cooleen river and
known by the name of Scrubby Hill is held by Jack Harhan,
Jor., Michegsl Herhan, end Mertin Harhan. This eatry
geems to be in different handwriting. The twelfth division
1svheld by James Hourigan. The Mountain of Gurtsderfa

is held in common by @ll the tenanbs.

§

Lany of those nemes are now completely forgotten. Most

£

of those who disappeared went to fmerica. Mstt McMahon
of Gurtavrulla (the honest man) told me over Fifty years
ago tnat‘%wc families of Harhans who were emizrating to
icerics during the famine years were lost at sea. I
heard Jim Sheedy of Gurtavr@lla say their laend was idle
for ten years gs no one consldered it worth the rent
demsndéd by the landlord. ELventuslly, it -was taken by
Triomas and Michael Moloney who ceme from Kilclaren.

45 the Surveyor's book heas pot survived, it 1s not possibdble
to place the divisions with any great certainty. However,
it would appear that Conwaye and NeNemaras with a family

¢f Minocgues 2né Melodys occcupiz=d the area from where Bill

s



R S A e 5 QN Bt R A

PEES R RN S

- Y -
MeGrath now lives to the Cappacaianaun Rlver and Harons

from where Tommy Haropn now lives to the Gurtavrulla river.

The Minogues were blacksmiths snd lived in what is now
Buglers place neer the little bridge a couple of hundred
‘y3rds east of McGraths. Thay, the min@gues, moved to
what 1s still caelled Minogues place near Tobalrnagoth and
later tg Gurtavrulle. They sold thelr Gurtaderra land

to Bill McGrath about elghty years ago. Between the

Conwsys snd Herhens farm lived Michael and John Counihan,

John Prenderzest, MNichael Halloran, Micheel Dooly, Pats
Kean a&nd John Power, who must hsve had very 1ittle laad,
The Hcourigens lived where Joe Mungavin lives now. Martin
rogers (Tesdles) 'mother waes Bild Hourigen. Joe Mungavin's
fiéld above the Roscrea is known as O'Donnell's Hill,
ThevPread&rgasts lived near where the big crabtrse is in
Noonan'as haggard. The Moloneys lived in "Msura's place™

now Joe Mungavins.

s

Héw rames on the Vsluation of 1855 are;:- Guilfoyle,
Mugévan, Fernessy, McMahon, Doyle, Dwyer and Crotty.
Pwyer snd Crotiy never lived in Gurtaderra. Dwyer lived
Gurtsvrulla in whet 1s now Bill O'Donnells place. He
$o01d his Gurtederra lend to Martin Nugent about nineby

years ago0. Crotty lived in Poulgower. He gave his

()
=
-
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rra land to his nephew, Jack Bugler, about Tifty
years a8go. Bugler sold the pert of it north of the roazd
80 the Forestry during World War II. The Guilfoyles and
Mugevens had & tradition thet they came from Tﬁrkena Hoe
There was @ John Kilfoyle and a Vicheel ongovan in
Derrinaraafo& the 1825 Tithe Book. There were four or

five Kilfoyles in Cappacannaun in the ‘same book. The




nama is spelt Kilfoyle in the tithe book snd Guilfoyle

ir the Veluation of 18553, Mongovan in the tithe book is

given &s Lugaven in-the Veluation Bosk@ Harhan in the R Frpage
tithe book is Harhin in the 1855 Valuation. In the 1901
Census, the two Bridget Harons (widows) gave their nsmes

as Harop. The other familles spelt it Horan. The

Fennesseys lived where Johnny Horan No.7 on the 1301

Ceasus lived. They sold thelr land to the Horans over

3

ond red years &30. Paddy Horan {(Zed raddy), son of

By
L

Johnny Horan left it to his nephew, Callaghan, who sold

it to Bill McCrath about twenty years &go. The Doyles
gold thelr land to Patt loMshon (Psid the Grey) sbout
pinety years sgo. Patt Jones No.l on the 1901 Census, gave
" Co. Galway as his place of birth. Martin Nugent, No. Z.

Dﬁ the 1901 Census came from Csher about & hundred years
aga. In partasrship with the Crottys, one of whom, Fat,

.: was marrted to a sister of his, he bought Sparlings place
about elghty years sgo. He, lster, bought out the Crottys.
Sparlings plaece was orlginally fprmed by Lord Norbury, who
evicted 8 large number of tenants in Clonusker and Ceppa=-

uring the famine years. It was, later, farrzed

jg T
£

cannaidl

£

by Scotsman nemed sllison end then by the Sparlings, s

"

Palatine family. Its purchase by a Catholle tenant laraer
wss quite anvacnievemen@, even 88 late &3 the end of the
izst century. During Allisons time & number of workmen

who were demolishing an 0ld "cowl™ (cabhal), the ruigs

of &n 0l1d house which had belonged to a Kilfoyle ma&n, whose

nickpeme was the "Fear (Cloher", came across a number of



gold sovereigns which had been hidden in the walls.
Allison had them a&ll liped up &nd searcned, and took
the savéraigns from them with the exception of 2 fe#
thet Patt Jones managed te swallow. He was

nicknamed "Plugger Jones" afterwards.

Mertin Nugent, has &t present 1978, over a hundred

living decendanits scattered over Ireland, Britalnp,

£n

Uailted States of Americe, Caneda, Australla &ad

fbhodesia.

Michael lc¢cNamara of Cloonusker bougnt Michasel (Mokey)
Hsron'e plsce, No.S in the 1901 Cexnsus, about thirty
yeaps &go. He bought part of Jojo Haron's place,
formerly John Harons (Nevilles) place, No.l3 on the
1501 Census, a few yoars ago. Tommy Haron bought the

3

cremalnder. .

Toxmy Haron a2lso bought @ part of Coaway's place, No.

8 in the 1501 Census, & few years &go.

Jehanny Buglsr of Moynoe 8till farms his fatherts land

in Gortaderra,

Joe Mungavin bought Batty Mclahon's plsce, No.21 ia

the 1901 Census, about thirty years ago.
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His fgther on hils return from America atout 70 years ago
bouénz the Cloher from Charlie 0'Donnell of Gurtavrulla
who hgd bought i1t from the Duggans. His grandfather
Psddy -~ No.3 in the 1901 Census - bought Maura's plaée

(lioloneys) some yesrs earlier.

Johnny Noonan - No.6 in the 1901 Census ~ and Tom Moloney -
ND.iBfinItne 1901 Census - both came from Csher. Tom
Liocloney was a carpenter. Johnny‘NQonan was mserried twice.
- His first wife was‘Doyle. The Deyles owned both Pgid

Licllzhon's place and Noonans.

Peid McMshon - No.16 in the 1501 Census = and Michael
Mclichon - No.21 in the 1901 Census - were brothers gad
came from Gurtavrulle. Biddy Haron - No.4 in the 1901

Census - wns a slster of theirs &8s wss Ann Horan of

- gurtevrulls., Joss and Matt MolMshon of Gurtavrulla wers

e

Thomas MeGrath = No.9 in the 1901l Census - camé from

Rossipure.

Thonas Campbell = No.l5 in the 1901 Census > cema from

Xiliavin.

Natt Moroney - No.l7 in the 1901 Census - came from
Gurtavrulla, He weas a brother of Johnny Moroney of

Gurtavrulla.

-

- Batt Riordsn - W0.20 in the 1201 Census = came frowm

Gurtsvrulla with the McMehons.

‘Ned Malone = No.l8 in the 1901 Census - camne from Kilnoe

s
'

{
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The Clan Dul
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“be Clan Dal Cas which occupled East Clsre sad NortbQWes;
Tipperery was for many centuries one-of the most powerful
cléns in the country. The Diocese of Xillalos covers
rouvghly the o0ld Dal Cssslan territory.. The O’Briéﬁa, who
ware the-chief people, cfiginsted in the neizhdbourhood =f
Killaloe. During the ninth and tenth centuries, they
extended thelir rule over Thomond und Munstsr and chellenged
toe Hy Nelll for the High Kingshirp. They were probenly at
the neight of thelr powsr &t the time of the Bsttle of
Cl@;sarf in 1014, but the death of Brian; LEis son Murragh
ani'grandsc Turlough, finished any hopes they may have
hadlaf establishing & permasnent High Kingship, but they

rulzd in Clare for many centuriss afterwards, The Clsn

Cuillean of whom the McNsmsras were the chief peopls,wars

a branch of the Dal Cas. Clan Cuillean territory covered

‘ra@fdly the present baronies of Upper snd Lower Tulla,

Among other Dalcassian nenes are:- Loloney, Moroney,kMclosroey,
C'Grady, MeClanchy or Clancy, 0'Dea, Meehsn, Liddy, Quinn,

Herir, Howzrd, licMahon, O'Meara, Sheehan, Boland, Fogartiy,

G}
$.4.4
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yen, Gleescn, Dursck, Hertigan, Slattery, 0'Gorzan, Si
rsay, O'Halloran, O0'Griffy, O'Lonergsn, O'Muldoon, Alera,

O'Guaning, O!'Coffey, O'Shanshan, O'Hogan, Mannion, O'cCurry,

O'dassett, 0'Galvin, O'Reddan, Sexton, Cuneen, O'Hickey,

C'Haley, MacBrody or Brody, Harhan or Earin, kinogue, Cérmody,

iulqueen, Crowe, 0'Clohessy, O'Kelliher, lLialons - .- biungavin,

nd NcGrath.
n Fovartys, Rvans, Gleesons, O'mearas and Hogans lived in

Tipperary. Kennedy is also a Clare name. Ik & war wlth ths

uauk")[”‘rks 1 1
ia in thre «4t§ Century they were defested and drivszn

1 SEe TR e v ey




o

.

S

Seventy per cent of the Gurtaderrs nsmes in the 18¢%
Tybthe Book are Dalcassian, Seventy-sight per cent °F ths
Gurtaderra ncmes in the 1855 Veluatiosn are Leleégssian,

v-six per cent of the Heads of Households in the

£

event
1901 Census have Dalcassien numes and at present, 1073,

&

seventy per cent of Gurtaderra people have Dslcsssic:n

. - ~ . 1 . .4 - o2 . ey w
ngmes., In arriving at the above figures, I have te2a
Iungevin and Harasn to be Dalcassiesn nemes. Lungaviaz 1z

certainly a Clcre neme but I am not certain 17 it i

Dalcassian. Haron or Harhen 1s probebly @ Dalgowscicon

aame but I em nobt certain. Noocaan and Hiordankarg Norta
Corx namnes. There 1s, according to Mr. Mclysaghs, a
rether rare Clare neme = Neenan - "{in Irish O‘Nsoi*haunain),

ek
oo
t=
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amd some of them called themselves Noonan -

" There was a sept of O'Riordans also in Offely, ncar where.
] J g

the McGuilfoyles originated., Guilfoyle is an 0ffsly nuns.

Jones 1s @ Velsh hame. Nugent is & Normen name. 4&n

Bdmond and William Nugent hed lands at Carlanstown in

Co. ieath which ware confiscated by Cromwell. they were
given lend in the Burren - s ratber tad swap. Tha
Leonards and other Silevenore fexilies heve a traliilion

that they were driven out of Moanaghen during e posres warly
in the last century. it is, Lowever, @ North ikayc nsnz,
originally. Geoghegen 18 & westmeath nsme. Slancy, llcroney

lMalone snd McGrath are Dalcassien Names..




