County of Clare Registry of Freeholders - Ennis, Friday, June 5th. 
                                                                   - The Freeman’s Journal, June 9th, 1829.

The Barrister, Mr. Major, took his seat upon the Bench, at ten o’clock. Close to him sat, in the course of the day, the following gentlemen, who are landlords in the county: - Thomas Crowe, John Fitzgerald, Wm. Scott, Thomas Browne, Austin Butler, the High Sheriff, - Purdon, Andrew Kerin, Andrew Stackpoole, George O’Callaghan, Esqrs. &c. &c.

The Barrister, upon taking his seat, addressed himself to Mr. N. P. O’Gorman, and said, I am satisfied that I never saw a better class of freeholders than registered yesterday. I declare, I think, that there was not a man registered who was not well qualified.

Mr. O’Gorman: There never was a greater mistake than to suppose that a man who could register a forty-shilling freehold was not worth that much.

The Barrister: There is nothing which will so much improve the condition of the lower orders as the late act. The landlords, if they wish their tenants to register, must make their freeholds worth ten pounds.

Patrick Hare was the first person who came to the Register. The Barrister took his lease and stated from it that the lease under which he claimed, was dated 1st May, 1827 – the stamp duty five shillings, and the lease was under the life of Michael Hare and others, and the yearly rent fifteen shillings. It stated it was for a house in a back street in Corofin.

By the Barrister – Do you occupy the whole of the premises?  Not to the full amount; but I do to the amount of ten pounds.

You pay 15s rent; do you occupy the entire house? The house is well worth that to me; I do not occupy the entire.

What you do occupy is it worth that?  What I do occupy is often worth 15l. [£15] to me.

What is the house and rear worth to you?  It is worth 10l.

Barrister – Then that comes under the exception.

Witness – I am worth more than ten pounds.

Mr. Greene – Who occupied the house?  Captain McDonnell did for two years.

Barrister – I take it that the house was furnished?  

Witness – No, it was not.

Mr. Greene – What does the house consist of?  Of three apartments and a workshop.

Mr. Greene – Have you the use of it now?  Yes, I let it off to May last; at one end of it there is the Post-office, which I do not reckon on.

Mr. Green – You have six apartments in your possession, and a yard; what is the yearly value?

The whole of what I have is worth more than ten pounds; I would not take ten pounds for it.

Barrister – I cannot on that ground let this person register, as to what he does not occupy himself.

Mr. O’Gorman – When persons of that class come up for the purpose of registering they think they satisfy the law when they swear to 10l., and not more. This man states 15l. could be got for the same premises. There is some indisposition, I perceive, as to the permission to register.

Barrister – There is no indisposition on my part; but if I did what is required, I would be encouraging that which I am here to prevent.

Mr. O’Gorman – I am satisfied he will vote. He came here to vote on the ground that he is worth more than ten pound by a freehold out of which he pays rent.

Barrister – Put him down rejected on the ground of insufficiency of value.

Daniel Finucane – The date of his lease was April 1824; the stamp duty 15s.; the rent 45l. The witness stated that there were 60 or 70 acres; there was no house on the land; it was worth 17s. an acre. Upon his cross-examination he stated that there were two tenants; one of whom had twenty acres at 1l.; the other had five acres at 1l.; he did not know how much the tithes were, as they and the county charges were put together.

The Barrister thought this came under the rule, and desired the claimant to be rejected for insufficiency of value. He also said, that the claimant might qualify for a 10l. freehold if he could calculate on his tenants.

Francis Keane – The date of his lease was 5th October 1802. The stamp duty 5s. The rent 73l., He held 27 acres; there was a house on the land; the 27 acres were worth at least 30l.; he had part let to under-tenants; they paid the head landlord.

The Barrister said, he could not give him credit for what was paid by the under-tenants.

Mr. Collinane – How much taxes do you pay?

Barrister – I do not charge him with the taxes.

Mr. O’Gorman – But he has a right to credit for so much more.

Barrister – He was asked the question plainly enough; if I put the question in your way, I would be more likely to perplex them, than by the other way.

Thomas Brew next appeared on the table, for the purpose of registering. 

Mr. N. P. O’Gorman: I wish to inform your worship, that this person does not hold by deed or instrument, but by fee-simple.

Witness: I came into possession by my father and grandfather.

Mr. Wm. Greene: I caution him not to go back farther than his father.

The witness stated that the lands he had were on the Commons of Ruan; he had two acres in his possession; the land was enclosed, and he had a house upon it; the house and place were worth more than 15l.; the tithes were fourpence halfpenny an acre; the land was in the possession of his father and grandfather, and he purchased part of it.

Barrister: Then you must shew me proof of that purchase.

Mr. Cullinane: He purchased but a quarter of an acre.

Barrister: This is such a line ball as to valuation, that I must have proof of it.

Barrister: Did your grandfather purchase the property? – No. Witness further stated, that his grandfather had an acre three quarters; never heard how he got it; it was the reputation of the country that the house and land were his for ever.

Barrister: I must see the title deeds.

Mr. Scott: This is a man who has the lands for 30 years.

Barrister: What is the value of an acre three quarters with a house? In that part of the country it sells for eight or ten pounds an acre.

Mr. William Greene: My objection is, as to the reputation of the country. The land has been encroached upon within the last two or three years and people like the witness are setting up a title to it.

The Barrister here read a law case, but he did not state from what book, he said that he would agree with Lord Kenyon and Chief Justice Lee, in presuming that the title was a good one, and should not therefore dispute it.

Richard Brew was produced by Mr. Greene – He stated that he knew the lands on the Commons, and the highest value he would place on them would be two pounds.

Barrister: God bless me! I thought it an extraordinary thing to value it at eight pounds. What would you give for the land and house? It is not worth ten pounds.

Barrister: What would you give for it? I would not give eight pounds.

Cross-examined: This gentleman is a relation of your’s? He is. His house is comfortable and advantageous? It is. It is outside the fair place of Ruan? It is on the old fair. He has a public-house? He has.

Barrister: I protest against the value being taken from the trade of the occupier.

Mr. O’Gorman: You are the best judge of that. (To witness) A place of that kind would not suit you – don’t you think that a person in his circumstances would give 10l. for it?  I do not think he would.

Mr. O’Gorman: You have made an accurate calculation of the value of the place?  I have not.

Mr. O’Gorman: Then, in swearing it was not worth 10l., you would seem to have made a very accurate calculation.

Thomas Crowe, Esq., examined by Mr. Greene – He stated that he knew Thomas Brew, and believed he knew the land; did not think the land was worth 2l.; the house was a thatched cabin on the side of the road.

On his cross examination, he stated that he never was in the house, nor on the land.

Mr. Bridgeman stated that he knew the house and land; he described the house, and stated there was an excellent out-house, which was used for stables; he had no doubt a solvent tenant would pay 10l. for it.

A man called Barron was then called. When he came on the table he was about to kiss the book before he was sworn by the clerk.

Mr. William Greene: A spur in the head is worth two in the heel. (laughter).

Mr. O’Gorman: I must protest against a witness being thus insulted. 

Barrister: And I, Sir, must protest against such observations when a witness is about being sworn.

Mr. O’Gorman: Then you should protest against Mr. Greene.

Barrister: It was when the book was in the man’s had I heard your observation.

Mr. O’Gorman: You would have also heard Mr. Greene if you heard on the right side of your ear. (Mr. Greene sat to the right of the Barrister).

Barron was then sworn – He said he knew the house well; he would give 12l. a year for it and the land.

On his cross-examination, witness stated, that he had not served notice for registering; he remembered the house as long as he could recollect any thing; it was not a whiskey house all the time.

Barrister: Are you a man of property? I am not, but my father is; he is a tenant of Mr. Crowe.

Mr. Crowe: I do not know him at all.

Witness: You ought to know my father well, Mr. Crowe, for he pays you your rent.

Old Barron was then called, and stated that he knew the house and lands of Thomas Brew; he thought them worth 12l. or 13l., and would give it for them. Registry allowed. 
Michael O’Loughlin – The lease was made by his mother, dated 1st March, 1824. The stamp, 10s Rent, 11l. 7s. 6d. No term mentioned. Witness stated he has 20 acres in his possession, and the other part set.

Mr. Bumbo Greene – That man is a second cousin of my mother; neither he nor his mother have a freehold; they were going to give up the land two years ago.

Mr. O’Gorman – It is my wish that every witness should be precluded from insult of this kind.

Barrister – You know, Mr. O’Gorman, I do not attend to imputations of this kind.

Mr. O’Gorman – It is my wish that every respect should be paid to the bench, and that nothing improper nor indecorous should take place here. I wish no imputations to be cast upon the witness.

Barrister – It is unnecessary to make such an observation. It is my wish that there should be no imputation on one side or the other. He then directed that the claimant should be rejected for insuffiency of value.

Thomas Barrington registered as having four acres of the commons of Kilneboy, which he held in fee simple, and which were proved to be worth more than 10l.

John Russell also registered. He held by lease. An objection was made by Mr. Greene that he owed a year’s rent, which was over-ruled by the barrister.

Michael Cullinan, claiming a freehold out of the commons of Kilneboy, was rejected on the ground that he was not the eldest son; but he stated that his father had left him the land by word of mouth.

Patrick Cunee, holding in fee simple from Kilneboy, also registered. The land he held was given to his wife as a fortune.

Malachy Gorman proved his having a lease dated the 13th April, 1794; he had in all fifteen acres; he would get from 15l. to 20l. for it.

Patrick O’Brien – The only thing material with respect to his case were the following observations: - He wished to be examined in Irish, and Mr. Bumbo Greene said he could prove that he spoke English. An example, said Mr.Greene, ought to be made of some of them.

Barrister – The next of them I will make an example of – I will not only refuse to register, but I will send them to gaol for fourteen days. After an examination into his freehold, the witness was registered.

Thomas Kenney was rejected on the ground of insufficiency. 

John O’Brien rejected on the same ground.

Bartholomew Hone, of Commons – Mr. O’Brien submitted that this was a bad description. The Barrister over-ruled the objection, as the townland was also named. Witness had about fourteen or fifteen acres; if he wanted Commons, would give 14l a year for them; he would pay at all event 12l. to 27s. an acre if he were going to take it; for what was not cleared, he was offered 14l. a year, and would not take it; never heard of any body laying claim to it; he had it from his father and grandfather; as the eldest son.

Mr. Greene – I shall prove that the land is not worth so much as he states, nor anything like it.

Mr. T. O’Connell – I hope, your worship will permit us to give evidence to rebut that produced by Mr. Greene.

Barrister – Indeed I will not; now is your time. You must prove your case fully at first.

A witness was then examined, who said he would give for the lands in question 12l. a year above tithes.

Mr. Greene – I act upon my instructions. I give up my opposition to this now.

Mr. Scott – Gentlemen who give Mr. Greene information should be prepared to prove what they state to him.

(Mr. Thomas Fitzgerald, the Secretary to the Brunswick club, sat next to Mr. Greene the entire day, and appeared to be instructing him as each witness came upon the table). 

Witness was registered.

John Carny, another commoner, upon being sworn, stated that he had five acres enclosed, and a right of common outside.

Barrister – I will not allow that at all.

Witness stated, that with the three collops, he had about a year since refused ten guineas for his holding.

The Barrister stated, that he conceived his right of commons was included by the witness in his property.

Mr. M. O’Connell – I beg your pardon; the three collops were included in the enclosed land.

Barrister – This is not the first time you have interrupted me; in what capacity are you here, sir.

Mr. M. O’Connell – Understand, sir, for the future, that I am here as counsel.

Barrister – I wish I had known that before.

Witness was rejected as he stated he estimated house and all at 8l.

Michael Hickey, an old gentleman, ninety-eight years of age, who intends to vote for Mr. O’Connell, then registered a 20l. freehold.

Murty Curtis, a commoner, was next registered. He was opposed by Mr. Greene; but proved the full value of his holding.

James Flanagan rejected for want of title; John Magee not having sufficient value; and Patrick Sullivan, for not having sufficient stamp on his lease.

Christopher Barnett was registered, and also Patrick O’Healy, after a great deal of opposition.

John Russell, brought up by Mr. Greene, was rejected for insufficiency of value.

Tady Curtin – his lease was dated 1st May, 1824; stamp 15s; rent 20l. 9s; held about 18 acres; that were worth 2l. 5s.; he got from a tenant 1l. an acre for the poor kind. 

The Barrister said he would reject him.

