Clare Champion September 29 1956.

GLIMPSES  INTO THE PAST
Proclaimed   Ennis  Meeting;

Exciting Scenes   at   The   "Burned   Store"
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What had been intended to be a great  National  League  meeting   in Ennis  on  Sunday  8th  April,   1888. was  prevented  by  sheer  force  and ended  in a way calculated at  the time to leave anything but pleasant reminiscences behind. The town presented the appearance of a stronghold captured by an invading army. All day long the street  re​sounded with the ring of  cavalry and the tramp of infantry,   and these preparations to prevent  any proof of the existence of the League in Clare commenced as   early as 10 o'clock.   The town was occupied overnight by extra  police brought together from various districts, far and near.   These not being deemed sufficient, a special train was hired for the conveyance of special troops from Limerick;   so at  10 o'clock  a train conveying a squadron of the Third Hussars    arrived in town. About the same hour a detachment of the Derbyshire Regiment paraded through the town, singing en route to the barracks "Rule, Rule, Britan​nia," etc.
The large   force of infantry and cavalry,  with  extra   police,   showed a   determination    to   disperse   the National    Leaguers,    should     they attempt   to   carry   out   their   pro​gramme;  while, on the other hand, the crowd who had come into Ennis was,   in   itself,   held to  be   an   em​phatic refutation of Balfour's state​ment   in   the   House   of   Commons that the National League in Clare was a thing of the past.
SWEPT   THROUGH   CHURCH STREET
At 11.30 about forty of the Hussars, headed by one of their own officers. Col. Turner, and County Inspector Heard,   their   swords   flashing   and their   steeds   spurred   into   action, swept  from  the  barracks  through Church Street, Jail Street and round by Store Road to Lifford, thus mak​ing almost a complete circuit of the town.    At every road entering the town—Clare   Road,   Kilrush Road. Gort Road, etc.—a number of Hus​sars were placed,  in addition to a number of policemen who had been, earlier in the day, stationed at the same    points,    the    cordon    thus formed   rendering   it   perfectly   im​possible for any person to enter or leave   the   town unnoticed.    The arrangements   were   more   perfect than on the occasion of  the pro​claimed meeting at Ballycoree.
LEADERS    CLOSELY WATCHED

During this time, and indeed all the morning,  the  local  leaders  of the  League  were  closely   watched, and  in  the  vicinity  of  Carmody's Hotel, where Messrs. Davitt, O'Con​nor and Condon, who arrived from Limerick   the  previous   night,   had stayed,    a    long-car    loaded    with police,  and under  Head  Constable Brownell, was drawn up so as to be ready to move off in pursuit of the Members of Parliament when they started.   With the object of closing the licensed  portion   of  the   hotel against   all   comers,    a   party   of police, under Sergt. Cronin, entered the hotel and asked for Miss Carmody.  When the lady appeared she was informed that  a  penalty  was incurred in keeping the front door open, and that it should be closed. Miss Carmody said they could see that   the   licensed   portion   of   the premises was shut, and she saw no reason why the door of the hotel should  be kept closed  when those of   the   other  hotels   in  the   town were  open.    Sergt.   Cronin   having reminded  her  of  the  penalties  of disobedience, the party entered the room   occupied  by   Messrs.  Davitt, O'Connor and some friends, whose names were taken down, after which Mr. Davitt and Mr. O'Connor re​quested them to leave. The elaborate nature of the police and military arrangements for the suppression of the meeting having been brought to the knowledge of Messrs. O'Connor, Davitt and Condon, Mr. Davitt abandoned the idea of holding a public assemblage, being opposed to the policy of "runaway meetings," and, his views prevailing with his associates, it was decided that no public meeting would, in face of the display of military and police, be addressed by the "Father of the Land League."
INDOOR   MEETING ARRANGED
Besides, the signs were abundant, early in the day, that the authorities were determined at all costs to prohibit and disperse what in the terms of the proclamation was an illegal assembly. All were, however, firmly resolved to pass a resolution condemning the action and policy of the Government, and. after deliberation, it was suggested to hold an indoor meeting at the "Burned Store" in Drumbiggle. an extensive building capable of ac​commodating a large number of people, which should be addressed by one of the members, Mr. Con​don being the chosen speaker, while the other gentlemen drew off the attention of the authorities by a pretended meeting in an opposite direction. While these matters were proceeding, the remainder of the Hussars, under Col. Turner, with whom was Capt. Walsh, R.M., and County Inspector Heard, were parading the town. O'Connell Square, which was by this time rapidly filling with people, was cleared by orders, the cavalry charging for some distance down Jail Street and scattering the people right and left
At this stage two young men named O'Neill and Brennan, from Newmarket-on-Fergus, the   contingent from  which district had just arrived, were arrested by the police for displaying their cards of mem​bership of the League in their hat​bands,   and   were   conveyed  to  the barrack.   The  attention  of  Colonel Turner,   who   had  returned   to  the Square  with   the  cavalry,   was   im​mediately   afterwards   called   to   a third  young  man,   also  wearing   a card in his hat.  The man was pro​ceeding   through   Jail   Street.    Col. Turner dashed after him on horse​back,    followed   by   a   number   of Hussars.    The  man   was  overtaken near the Post Office and taken into custody   with   another   young   man who was also wearing a card. Sergt. Cronin walked the prisoners single-handed   towards   the   barracks,   fol​lowed   by   a   Hussar   with    drawn sabre.   Both prisoners went quietly until  they  arrived  at   the  Church Street  entrance to the Franciscan Church, when one of them suddenly wrenched   himself    from    the   Ser​geant's grasp, and, bounding down the passage, was speedily lost sight of. While the people were assembled in O'Connell Square a couple of well-horsed post cars belonging to Mr. Michael Malone, of Market St., were in attendance and wait​ing outside Carmody's Hotel. At 2 o'clock Mr. Davitt and Mr. O'Con​nor walked out of the hotel and took their seats on Mr. Malone's first car, accompanied by Rev. M. B. Barry. C.C., Quin, and Mr. Thomas Lynch, solicitor; on the second car were Mr. Stephen Clancy. President, and Mr. Denis McNamara, Secretary. Ennis House League, with two representatives of the Press; and on the third car were Rev. M. Gleeson. C.C.; Mr. E. Finucane, Mr. J. P. Keane and Mr. S. Dunleavy.
FULL   SPEED   ON   THE BRIDGE
They dashed away at full speed over the Abbey Bridge and in the direction of the Courthouse. Their departure was the signal for pur​suit, and Capt. Walsh, R.M., with about twenty Hussars and a "drag" laden with police, were immediately in full chase. Mr. Denis Roughan. on his fast-trotting cream-coloured cob, kept riding like a pioneer in front and now and then holding conversation with the occupants. The party sped along at a dashing pace, and, before Ballycoree village was reached, the police horses showed signs of distress and gradually faded from view till they  were lost in the distance. Here the first incident worth noting took place. Capt. Walsh, R.M., with Lieut. Byrne of the Hussars, rode up to the front car, and, pointing to the "Father of the Land League," said: "There is Davitt." The latter seemed to take no notice of the observation. Mr. Davitt and his friends then proceeded to Ballyalla, Larch Hill, Drumcliffe, Claureen and Shanavoe. Here another amus​ing incident occurred. Col. Turner and County Inspector Heard, with another detachment of Hussars, had gained the flying column, half of which took up a position in front of the cars and the remainder brought up the rere. As there were brief stops going up a hill to let the horses get a little wind. Col. Turner, who rode between the two cavalry officers, pointing out Mr. D. McNamara to them, said: "There is the most celebrated man in Clare— the vendor of 'United Ireland'." "Yes, Colonel," replied the other, "I shall be glad to sell you a copy of 'United Ireland’ at any time; it is unsurpassed and unsurpassable. We will keep it like the National League in all its power and vitality, in spite of Balfour and the Tory Government."
ON THE  HILL OF SLAVEEN
The remainder of the trip was performed in a downpour of rain, but in no way slackened speed, over the hill of Slaveen, through Clonfeigh, Cragleigh, Victoria Road. Cahercalla, round by Clonroad and the Causeway and back to the hotel, after a spin of over ten miles, which the tired troopers and officials did not seem to relish a bit too well.

Meanwhile, attempts were being made by Mr. Condon to reach the "Burned Store," where a number of people were awaiting him. Leav​ing Carmody's Hotel in company with Mr. O'Meehan, solicitor, he first walked into the latter gentle​man's house, hoping to depart un​noticed by the rere entrance and get by means of the fields at the back to the Jail Road, thence to Drumbiggle. But the Constabulary were equal to the occasion. A car load of police and some Hussars waited in the street, while a couple of Constables were quickly perched on top of the wall of the yard attached to the house, thus com​manding a full view of the rere, and rendering futile any secret de​parture. These maintained their posts for a considerable time, suffer​ing patiently the discomforts of a good drenching, rain having begun to fall pretty freely. Seeing that he was so closely watched, Mr. Condon at last left the house and. accom​panied by a friend, proceeded to the Store, where he was confronted by District Inspector Hill, who, ad​dressing Mr. Condon, said: "This is an illegal meeting and you must not enter." "Very well," replied Mr. Condon, "I have only to submit to superior force in not attending a meeting of the National League, which Mr. Balfour declared was a thing of the past in Clare."
Subsequently a number of re​porters, who got word that a meet​ing was to take place, entered the corn   store.    Immediately   they   got in,    the   outer   gate   was   securely fastened and the upper storey  was reached by a ladder.   Here over 200 persons were assembled.   Mr. James Halpin, P.L.G..       Newmarket-on-Fergus,   was   moved   to   the   chair.  He   said   he   was   proud   of   being Chairman   of  that   meeting   in  un-suppressed Clare.   He was sorry Mr. Davitt, Mr. O'Connor and Mr. Con​don   were  not  present,  but  it  was prudent  for  them   not to   run   the risk   of   getting   innocent   people's blood shed;  for they were watched by    cavalry    and    Infantry,    accom​panied by a body  of black-coated ruffians.    There   was  one  thing   he would advise them  on, and it was to resist by every means in their power   the   payment   of   blood-tax. They should deduct the amount of it from the other taxes and pay the balance.
AN INTERRUPTED SPEECH
Mr. Dunleavy followed, but his remarks were cut short by the noise of a loud hammering at the doorway     outside,     and     on     looking through  the openings in the wall, those inside could percieve a body of Hussars massed at the gateway. They were accompanied by a body of police, one of whom was breaking the   fastening   of   the   gate  with   a sledge-hammer.    Those   descending the   stairs   found   that   a   barrier, which  had  been  placed  across the entrance   after   admission   for   the purpose of  preserving  the meeting against the intrusion of the police or soldiers, had been removed and that     the    narrow     gateway     was thronged with policemen, who were engaged taking down the names of the people as they left the building. This caused a considerable amount of   confusion.    One  or   two   of   the Press    representatives    declined   to give  their  names,  while  informing the police of the names of the news​papers they represented.
 "DRAW   YOUR  SWORDS"

Hardly   had   the   police   finished taking  the  names,  when  Col.  Tur​ner,  who   with  Capt.   Walsh.  R.M., and    Mr.    Hodder.   R.M..    was   in command, addressing the officer in charge of the Hussars, said: "Draw your   swords   and   clear   them   out of  that."    The  police  immediately rushed headlong  at the crowd be​fore them and  batoned them left, right and centre.   Amongst the first to   be   assaulted   was   a   body   of Press representatives, who were in the front line of the people under the archway into  which  the  gate opened,   and   who   had   refused   to give their names to the police.  Not the   least   discrimination   was   dis​played    by    the    police,    and    Mr. Murray, of the "Freeman's Journal" was amongst the first to be struck, being felled by a blow of a baton. He received a severe wound on the head.    The   representative   of   the "Cork  Herald,"  who  was standing by his side, also got a severe blow on   the   shoulder,   but   was   saved from   further   assault  by   Sergeant Bagge of the local police force.   At the   same   time   the   police  rushed back   into   the   yard   and   up   the stairs    of    the    store    where    the meeting had been held, and there commenced to baton those they found there.
CHARGED   IN   ALL   DIRECTIONS
Following the police, came a detachment of cavalry, who charged in every direction about the yard (an enclosure about 50 feet square). They rushed at everyone they could with their sabres, and continued their onslaughts so vigorously that the only wonder was that such a number of people escaped unhurt. Mr. J. G. Hill, of the "Irish Times." was the victim of an especially savage attack. He wore a tall silk hat—about the only one in the assemblage—and, as a preliminary, this was cleft in twain by a sabre blow from a Hussar. His ruffianly assailant made another thrust at him, and it was only by remark​able presence of mind that Mr. Hill saved his life. As it was, the second blow met his left hand and nearly severed the little finger from it. In drawing back his sabre, the "brave" soldier, who thus attacked an un​armed gentleman, struck Mr. Hill heavily with the back of it on the right arm  and  almost  disabled  it.
A young man named Boland, while dodging the sabre blows, had the upper part of his hat cut clean off with a sword, and a young man named Quinlivan had a narrow escape also, portion of his coat-tails being severed by a blow made at him by another Hussar while running through a doorway.
The scenes for some time after​wards were of the wildest character. All the people who had not taken refuge in the store were driven towards the archway, across which the Hussars were drawn to prevent their egress. About fifty of the Derbyshire Regiment rushed up with fixed bayonets and were ordered to clear out the men on the loft. Using all sorts of ex​pressions, the soldiers ran up the staircase leading to where those who  had   escaped   from   the  yard had taken refuge. The latter made good use of the few moments at their disposal by barricading the door of the loft, and this resisted the efforts of the military to burst it open, till Col. Turner gave the orders to cease everything and to bring out the prisoners. Meanwhile, about thirty persons had been de​tained under the archway by the police, and the Press representatives were allowed to pass out, but only when Mr. Hodder R.M. made an appearance, who expressed regret that they  should be molested 

(continued next week)
